
December 19,2005 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: CS Docket No. 97-80 (Commercial Availability of Navigation Devices) 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On December 19,2005, Kyle McSlarrow, President & CEO of the National Cable & 
Telecommunications Association (“NCTA”), William Check, NCTA Senior Vice President, 
Science & Technology, and I met with Chairman Kevin J. Martin, Heather Dixon, the 
Chairman’s Legal Advisor, Media Issues, and Catherine Bohigian, Acting Chief, Office of 
Strategic Planning & Policy Analysis. We discussed the materials NCTA had filed in the above- 
referenced proceeding on November 30,2005, and provided copies of those filings to them. 

The only document provided at this meeting which had not been filed previously with the 
commission was NCTA’s Press Release issued on December 1 , 2005, describing NCTA’s 
filings. A copy of that press release is attached to this letter. If you have any questions about the 
information being submitted with this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Neal M. Goldberg 
Neal M. Goldberg 

Attachment 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Heather Dixon 
Catherine Bohigian 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 1,2005 

CONTACT: Rob StoddardBrian Dietz 
202-775-3629 

Cable Industry Proposes Solution to Bring Two-way 

Digital Cable Ready Products to Consumers 

Customers could receive cable’s interactive services - including Video On Demand, 

Electronic Program Guides, and other interactive applications - without a set-top box 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The cable industry today submitted to the Federal Communications 

Commission a package of voluntary commitments and proposed regulations that would enable 

consumer electronics manufacturers to bring to market digital TVs and other devices that would 

deliver interactive digital cable services without the need for a set-top box. 

Instead of using a set-top box, the new Interactive Digital Cable Ready (IDCR) devices 

would utilize a CableCARD - which is inserted into a slot in the TV - similar to the one already 

being used for one-way DCR services. 

“The cable industry is proposing to the FCC a clear and reasonable path that will enable 

cable customers to purchase digital TVs and other devices that will access cable’s advanced 

services without a set-top box,” said Kyle McSlarrow, NCTA President & CEO. “We look 

forward to working with the FCC and the consumer electronics industry to implement a solution 

which will allow market delivery of Interactive Digital Cable Ready devices in the near future.” 

In a separate report filed today, NCTA highlighted the industry’s commitment to deploying a 

downloadable security system that can operate with both cable operator-supplied set-top boxes 

and IDCR devices. Downloadable security can replace CableCARD technology in equipment 



. both supplied by cable operators and made commercially available by CE manufacturers and 

retailers. In its filing, NCTA reported that deployment of such a system, called Downloadable 

Conditional Access System (DCAS), is feasible with an expected national rollout of a 

downloadable security system by July 1,2008. 

A downloadable security system will increase the number of set-top box suppliers for cable 

operators since they can deploy any set-top equipment that includes DCAS. Also, DCAS can 

replace the existing and more expensive CableCARD-based “separate security” system for retail 

IDCR devices, thereby making such equipment more affordable at retail. 

The proposals were submitted by the National Cable & Telecommunications Association 

(NCTA) in response to the FCC’s request that the cable and consumer electronics industries 

submit status reports on discussions regarding two-way devices and concrete proposals to bring 

two-way DCR products to market as quickly as possible. 

Cable’s proposal for two-way devices includes specifications and license agreements that 

have been developed by the cable industry’s research and development organization, CableLabs, 

and have been commercially accepted. It also includes solutions for content protection, 

consumer education and product testing, and invites innovation in products, services, and 

networks. 

The proposal builds upon voluntary market-based agreements that have already been reached 

between CableLabs and several consumer electronics manufacturers with a goal of 

manufacturing two-way IDCR devices. These agreements include the CableLabs Opencable 

Applications Platform (“OCAP”) license agreement and the CableCARD-Host Interface License 



Agreement (“CHILA”). These agreements allow retail devices and interactive applications to be 

portable so they can work on cable systems across the country. 

The largest cable operators have voluntarily committed to begin to launch OCAP in 2006. 

The proposed FCC regulation includes unprecedented voluntary benchmarks to which the cable 

industry has committed, including completing the installation of OCAP in cable headends 

nationwide by July 1,2009. This deployment is specifically targeted to digital cable systems 

serving 5,000 or more subscribers with an activated channel capacity of at least 750 MHz. The 

cable industry is committing to deploy OCAP over a three-year period to give assurances to 

consumer electronics manufacturers that televisions or other IDCR devices built to OCAP and 

Opencable specifications will work nationwide. 

One-way DCR devices have been available to consumers for 18 months under both rules 

approved by the FCC and a CableLabs license. There are more than 370 one-way models from 

22 manufacturers and over 80,000 CableCARDs have been provided to cable customers for use 

in these devices. 

# # #  

NCTA is the principal trade association of the cable television industry in the United States. NCTA represents 

cable operators serving more than 90percent of the nation’s cable television households and more than 200 

cable program networks, as well as equipment suppliers andproviders of other services to the cable industry. 


